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STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL OPTICAL COMMITTEE   
Minutes of the meeting at Aston Marina, Stone  
On Monday 26th September 2022 6.30pm.
PRESENT:
Irfan Razvi, Alison Lowell, Ian Meadows, Richard Webb, Sophia McCubbin, Clive Marchant, Alexa Long, Mark McCracken, Shelley Stubbs, Haris Iqbal and Stewart Townsend.
1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES, DECLARATION OF INTEREST AND MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Apologies – Delia Cliffe, Sue Cutts, Sarah Edge and John Hollins.
Irfan Razvi reminded everyone to send their completed annual Declaration of interest forms to Alison Lowell asap. 
Minutes of the last meeting, being a true and accurate record was proposed by Ian Meadows and seconded by Clive Marchant. 
2. NEW COMMITTEE ROLE ALLOCATION 
Irfan advised that an EGM took place on 18th August to co-opt Shelley Stubbs onto the committee as Treasurer. This was unanimously voted on and it was agreed that Ian Meadows would stay on in the interim period to ensure a smooth transition of Treasurership. 
Committee roles for 2022/2023 are as follows:

	Regulation & Governance Officers
	Stewart Townsend (Lead), Clive Marchant & Sarah Edge

	Training Officers
	Richard Webb (Lead)

	CPD Officers
	Sue Cutts (Lead), Sophia McCubbin & Haris Iqbal

	Community Services Officers
	Irfan Razvi (Lead), Mark McCracken (Lead), John Hollins & Alexa Long

	Treasurer
	Shelley Stubbs

	Vice Chair
	Mark McCracken

	Chair 
	Irfan Razvi

	Secretary (Lay)
	Alison Lowell


Additional roles and responsibilities are as follows:
	EeRS Lead
	Alexa Long

	DESP board
	John Hollins

	MECS/CUES queries
	Mark McCracken or other Community Services Officer

	IP queries
	Mark McCracken & Richard Webb

	Glaucoma queries
	Irfan Razvi & Richard Webb

	Community services/clinical queries
	Community Services Officers

	Dispensing Optician queries
	Clive Marchant & Sarah Edge

	GOS/Regulation & Governance
	Stewart Townsend, Clive Marchant & Sarah Edge

	IT/Website/Social Media Support
	Alexa Long & Sophia McCubbin


3. AREA TEAM ITEMS & OPTOMETRIC ADVISOR REPORT
Delia Cliffe was not present but report tabled. Question arose regarding remote refraction. Alison Lowell to contact Delia for more information. 
4. TRAINING & CET UPDATE
Richard Webb advised that Glaucoma MCN had been relaunched and had a good response.  He has made enquiries at Stoke and Wolverhampton for placement sessions, looking at 7 or 8 sessions, however as glaucoma consultants are seeing red intervention cases there may not be time to spare for this so Optoms may not gain much from it.
Richard mentioned that it would be a good idea to do a catch up event regarding ECF in conjunction with PES as some of the technologies do not make sense and need clarifying.

Another training event for future could be used with a view to attracting new practices to the extended eye care services, along with another Referral Refinement event potentially in summer 2023 for either North or South.
Sophia McCubbin has arranged a Thea CPD event on 28th November. There are 25 spaces. IP related – Occular allergy.

5. LOCSU UPDATE 
Discussion around Place-based Partnerships within ICSs. Most of the heavy lifting involved in integrated care and improving population health will happen at a more local level, meaning place-based partnerships within ICs will play a key role in driving forward change. There will be place-based partnerships for SW,SE, S.o.T and North and they will need to involve a wide range of primary healthcare partners.
6. COMMUNITY SERVICES UPDATE

East Staffs CIG has now been incorporated in to LEHN rather than stand alone.
It is apparent that care navigation from GPs and Pharmacies for CUES is not currently working. Mark will bring this up at the next LRC meeting. 

All cataract referrals from non-accredited practices/Optoms should now go through an accredited provider. 

Irfan mentioned that ICB is looking into all cataract referrals going through Choose and Book to ensure more choice.  Where the cataract is more complicated then this would be directed to an acute trust. ICB want to do an audit with paid help from an optometrist. 
Primary Eye Care Services (PES) are considering a telemedicine hub for CUES. This will save the practice ringing around to find another practice in the event that they cannot see the patient. This will need a revisit of the tariff and at the same time look at the IP tariff as currently OCT and IP have same fee. Mark McCracken and Richard Webb to find some information on how many and how long etc. it takes for IP.

Current issues with payments from PES are still ongoing. ICB now require a single tender waiver which is holding up payments for Stoke on Trent and North Staffordshire. Feeling is that LOC may have to intervene and advise services will stop unless this can be resolved and referrals to be made to GPs. 

Future services which are being looked at are one-stop cataract, Community Glaucoma monitoring service and paediatric shared care in South. 
7. DISPENSING OPTICS REPORT
ABDO are in the process of restructuring their Regional Teams. Joshua Smith is now our Midlands Regional Lead.

Sarah Edge and Clive Marchant are local leads for which they have a contract with ABDO and will receive a £200 PA honorarium.
8. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
EeRS – Procurement is underway and provider hopefully in place in November 2022. Staffordshire will be an early adopter with launch likely in December 2022.
Staffordshire ICB have a 2 year Ophthalmology plan. LOC and LEHN helping shape strategy and funding for ophthalmology. 

NOC 10th – 12th October 2022 – Irfan Razvi, Mark McCracken and Alexa Long are attending for Staffordshire.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

14th November 2022
I Razvi
Chair
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