STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL OPTICAL COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held at Yarnfield Park Training & Conference Centre, Stone
On Monday 11th November 2019.

PRESENT:
Mark McCracken, Alison Lowell, Irfan Razvi, John Hollins, Ian Meadows, Stephen Cotton, Sarah Edge, Sue Cutts, Satinder Mahal, Judy Lea,  Alexa Long, Richard Webb,  Delia Cliffe and Kelly Mayers (observer)
1. APOLOGIES
Shelley Stubbs, Sophia McCubbin, Amy Belfield, Clive Marchant, Michaela Kelcher, Steve Donald, Jim Heath, and Terry Chikurunhe.
2. MINUTES

The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed by Sue Cutts that the minutes be taken as read and accurate, and seconded by Ian Meadows. A Declaration of Interest form was passed around for completion.
There were no matters arising. 
3. AREA TEAM ITEMS & OPTOMETRIC ADVISOR REPORT
Delia Cliffe advised that there is an Area Team dial in meeting planned for 20th November for update on PPV activity.  

NHS BSA have appointment Omar Hussain as Ophthalmic Senior Clinical Adviser.  

Delia continues to take approx. 5 queries a month from contractors or practitioners regarding GOS procedures, Second pairs, non-tolerance, and adult repairs.
4. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Irfan Razvi advised he had spoken with Mark Seaton regarding re-engaging with the CCGs and regarding complaints from practices regarding the Ophthalmology Provider. He provided us with contact details of where to refer these complaints. Action – AL to share these details with profession.
Andrew Brown is setting up a RSUH virtual referral pathway. Dates for training to be advised, we are advised that Louise Kirkham is able to help with getting them NHS email addresses. Action – AL to contact Louise Kirkham to find out process and share with profession.
There was a Paediatric Shared Care Clinical Governance meeting on 7th November, consensus was that it was a great meeting and should be shared with all profession. 
The LOC are currently working on a protocols document (non-accredited guide) to be shared with the profession to help and engage practices. Action – JH to finalise document.
5. LOC STRUCTURE/SUBGROUPS 
Following feedback from the last LOC meeting, LOC Officers met to look at the current LOC function and constitution. To achieve the aims of the LOC we cannot continue as we are with the current structure. 
The new structure we are aiming for is more role based and 1 or 2 persons would fill those roles, this may mean a slight reduction in numbers of committee members. 
Irfan proposed a committee which is role based. A vote took place and was voted for unanimously. Action – IR to look at constitution to see how this can be achieved.
6. SOUTH STAFFS COMMUNITY EYECARE SERVICES 

Mark McCracken advised that Staffordshire LOC has offered the 36 respondents training from 3 course providers for the Professional Certificate in Glaucoma, 2 have fully enrolled and hope to see the next cohort start in January 2020. 
The LOC has allocated funding for 66 optoms on the VR training plan that follows 17th November session. 

Staffordshire LOC are making a small contribution to an AMD and OCT training event in Wolverhampton with Mrs Narendran in February. We will promote this to our profession when we have more details. 
East Staffordshire CCG has advised that it does not want to join in with the MECS scheme. As South East Staffs is part of the same Divisional Committee the concern is that it will not be recommissioned in that area. 
Spa Medica – Staffs LOC will ask the CCG if Spa Medica can be added to OptoManager for cataract follow ups.
7. NORTH STAFFS COMMUNITY EYECARE SERVICES
Irfan Razvi advised that the extended eyecare services have been running on OptoManager since October. All seem to be working okay with the exception of Paediatrics which requires work arounds. The Glaucoma OHT platforms also need work. 
There has been a delay on the North Staffordshire payments since July. These have now been sent to Finance for paying so hopefully will be paid shortly.

Spa Medica will soon be an option on OptoManager in the North for post cataract follow ups.
8. ABDO REPORT 
The next extended services date is 18th November at the NRC in Birmingham.  
The next ABDO student revision event is 25th & 25th March in Leamington for first and final year students doing the ABDO dispensing course.

There is a new ABDO OA course which started in September, 85 people are on the course and next start date is Jan/Feb 2020.

9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Officers – 9th December 2019
LOC – 13th January 2020
I Razvi
Chairman
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