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STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL OPTICAL COMMITTEE   
Minutes of the meeting held virtually on Microsoft Teams.
Monday 16th May 2022 7pm.
PRESENT:
Irfan Razvi, Alison Lowell, Ian Meadows, Richard Webb, Sophia McCubbin, Clive Marchant, Alexa Long, John Hollins,  Sarah Edge
1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES, DECLARATION OF INTEREST AND MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Apologies – Delia Cliffe, Mark McCracken, Judy Lea and Sue Cutts
There were no updates to declaration of interest. Clive Marchant advised that he was no longer a board member of ABDO.
Minutes of the last meeting, being a true and accurate record was proposed by Ian Meadows and seconded by John Hollins. 
2. AREA TEAM ITEMS & OPTOMETRIC ADVISOR REPORT
The new format for practice visits has now been rolled out in Midlands Region. These take place as part of new contract application, new premises or new director of Ltd company. The policies and evidence required are submitted to a case worker at BSA. Once all accepted then a virtual visit takes place with a clinical adviser. This should make the virtual visit shorter. Routine contract assurance visit are not yet recommencing.

Some queries come through to advisers –second pair applications, some confusion over special facial characteristics, very few optometry complaints in the last few years.

The EeRS (electronic eyecare referral service) should go out to procurement during the next few weeks and an updated timeline should also be available next week. 
	


3. TRAINING & CET UPDATE
Training team are looking into lectures on SLT. Also looking into other CET options to see what is available. 

Richard Webb gave an MCN update, the next meeting is 5th July to coincide with the launch of Enhanced Case Findings (ECF). The focus is on diagnostic access with history and workup and MCN will be a forum to ask questions and voice concerns.  There will be a two part launch for ECF firstly launch event for logistics and secondly a clinical meeting for all interested to focus on disc assessment.  Richard wants to see if there is scope to increase the membership if there is the demand for people to work on ECF. 
4. COMMUNITY SERVICES UPDATE 
LEHN meetings are ongoing. 
New services have launched, Pre & Post Cataract in all Staffordshire, Glaucoma Repeat Measures in all areas except East Staffordshire. ECF launch is to be confirmed. Glaucoma Monitoring is paused until a Community Ophthalmology glaucoma specialist is in place. 

AMD - Consensus so far: Ophthalmology group keen to start with monitoring part of the pathway but have ‘grave concerns’ about the referral refinement (with OCT) aspect of the service. Concerns on safety aspect as well as the efficacy of such a service. 

Looking into potential for Staffordshire pilot/ short study to prove the efficacy of such a front-end service. Irfan in discussions with LOCSU, drug companies. Discussions ongoing.

East Staffordshire – still no CUES or Glaucoma services in the area. LOC pointed out to the Clinical Improvement Group (CIG) that CUES needs to be a priority as the rest of patients in Staffordshire have this service. 
Richard Webb attended the Diagnostic Services Workshop on 5th May. This was a National meeting with AOP and others represented. The purpose of this workshop was to describe recent developments in diagnostics and data capture for eye care services, then looking for participants to discuss how these services fit within system-wide integrated eye care pathways and relate to clinical spaces: existing acute hospitals and optical practices, the proposed NHS community diagnostic hubs, and ophthalmology-specific hubs run in the community by the hospital eye service. TopCon have an IT system called Harmony which is a 2 way of sharing images. Funding has been given by NHSE X for practices in Staffs area. 

5. DISPENSING OPTICS REPORT
Clive Marchant’s 2 year term as immediate past President and advisor to the ABDO Board has now come to an end. ABDOs incoming President is Daryl Newsome and the Vice President is Kevin Gutstal. Clive continues in his role as Chair of the board of trustees at ABDO college.

 

ABDO regional structure is going through a revamp and regional leads are being reappointed as their term of office has expired. All ABDO members are invited to apply for the position and an honorarium is paid. The local leads and LOC members will then be reviewed with a drive to a more joined up approach and better local engagement. 

Special schools project - Clive has had discussions with Debbie Mc Gill. Head of ABDO Policy. The project is currently under review and a change of direction, the changes are that the project only applies to residential schools and Debbie understands that the majority of these schools already have domiciliary providers in place. Hence there is little point in the LOC engaging with local practices to provide the service. However this could all change as there will shortly be a change in NHS personal which could mean a u turn! We will keep the project under review.

NHS England have funded more paediatric dispensing heads for ABDO to provide training for the schools project. 
6. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Irfan advised that job descriptions were being drawn up for committee roles.
Practice visits are going to be arranged for Alison Lowell to gain a better understanding of how practices work and patient journey. Half a day in a practice, 1 in North, 1 South/South East. If any committee members can accommodate Alison for this please let her know. 
LOC Contacts – A list of committee members has been drawn up to help with office queries:

	GOS Queries
	Clive Marchant

	NHSE/ PPV
	Delia Cliffe

	CCG
	Irfan Razvi/Mark McCracken

	CUES/Pathway Queries
	Irfan Razvi/Mark McCracken/John Hollins/Alexa Long


It was reiterated that committee members should try to attend meetings as much as possible, please let Alison know if you can attend and find out LOC stance prior to meeting. 
AGM – this will take place on 30th June 2022 6.30pm held at Yarnfield Park in Stone. Spa Medica will sponsor the event with a stand on the evening.  Discussion took place regarding distribution of e-books to attendees however more investigations will need to be made. 
Election – there are 3 members standing down in 2022. Adverts will be sent out to profession to advertise roles available, Sophia McCubbin and Alexa Long to assist Alison with advert.  Alison to look into whether this can be advertised on Opera. 

7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

30th June 2022 - AGM
I Razvi
Chairman
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