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STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL OPTICAL COMMITTEE   
Minutes of the meeting at Aston Marina, Stone  
On Monday 13th March 2023 6.30pm.
PRESENT:
Irfan Razvi, Alison Lowell, Richard Webb, Sue Cutts, John Hollins, Alexa Long, Mark McCracken, Shelley Stubbs, Clive Marchant, Sarah Edge and Michaela Kelcher.
1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES, DECLARATION OF INTEREST AND MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Apologies –Delia Cliffe, Sophia McCubbin, Stewart Townsend and Haris Iqbal
Minutes of the last meeting, being a true and accurate record was proposed by Mark McCracken and seconded by Shelley Stubbs.
2. AREA TEAM ITEMS & OPTOMETRIC ADVISOR REPORT
QiO Contract quality Assurance questionnaire- request to complete and submit by 31 March 2023 has been sent out to all Midlands Area contractors. There will be some virtual practice visits via Microsoft Teams once the questionnaires are processed.

Transfer of the responsibly for GOS contracts to ICB -existing contracts will not have to be reissued but any new contracts will be with the local ICB on a new template, NHS England will still be supporting the application and assurance process with clinical advice.

3. TREASURER’S REPORT
There is currently funding left for 4 Independent Prescribing courses and 12 Professional Cert Glaucoma places, email to be sent to profession to re-advertise and to gauge interest in Higher Certificate in Glaucoma.
All committee members will be paid by PAYE from start of next tax year. Shelley Stubbs will need details from all those who are currently not paid this way.
4. TRAINING & CET UPDATE
CPD day originally planned for 16th May but due to notice for consultants, looking to move this to middle of June. Alison Lowell to contact Aston Marina for alternative dates and share with group. Sue Cutts has emailed various companies to support with the training. She has only heard from Lorcan Butler from Brain Tumour Charity who has said he can do 3 workshops and also has a contact who can do a further 2.  Other potential workshops/lectures from Kam Balagan, Mr Sandramouli and Lynval Jones. Once we have given Staffordshire practices sufficient notice of the event, this could be opened up to border practices in Wolverhampton and Shropshire.  A fee will be charged for the event to ensure participation, expect this to be £20. Also need to consider Sponsors for the event. Shelley and Irfan to contact Claire Roberts to ensure that the grant will cover the education part of the day. 
Richard Webb gave an update on the MCN, the plan is for a clinical hands-on session at UHNM in July with 6 clinics, 12 patient rotation. 
For the April MCN, there will be a session on ECF troubleshooting however the challenge will be reaching a consensus as there is no right or wrong. 
Funding is available for case presentations at MCNs from Health Education England, amount will be £100 for preparing and presenting as long as they provide a reflective statement to show the benefit of the exercise. 

Feedback received about the MCN meetings were that they were a bit intimidating.  Email to be sent to profession to reiterate what it entails.
5. REGULATION & GOVERNANCE UPDATE 
Staffordshire, Shropshire and Derbyshire are the early adopters of EeRs. Memorandum of Understanding signed for LOC funding to support EeRs (£68,000).

Staffs Clinical Champion is Stewart Townsend with support from Alexa Long and admin support from Alison Lowell, however, may need regional champions as it progresses. 

6. DISPENSING OPTICS REPORT
Following discussions with Health Education England ABDO have secured a grant to cover the costs of the ABDO Extended Services course and WOPEC final examinations. The grant is available to both new CLO applicants and CLOs who have already registered for the course (but not yet completed and passed final OSCE). This is available for 200 CLO applicants.

7. COMMUNITY SERVICES UPDATE
A meeting has been arranged between Dr Gary Free, ICB, PES and LOC to discuss FP10s and GP engagement with CUES. This is with a view to reducing inappropriate referrals into the scheme by GPs.

Primary Eye Care Services are holding a virtual launch event for their Telemedicine Hub on 30th March. Andrew Brown to speak at this event. Hopeful that we can also announce increased CUES fees at this meeting.
Paediatric scheme – this needs to be investigated and tariff amending. The service has not been reviewed for many years.
8. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
AGM needs to be planned, this could be added to the CPD in June to avoid two costs and also more participation. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

15th May 2023
I Razvi, Chair
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