STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL OPTICAL COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held at Yarnfield Park Training & Conference Centre, Stone
On Monday 9th March 2020.

PRESENT:
Mark McCracken, Alison Lowell, Irfan Razvi, Ian Meadows, John Hollins, Sarah Edge, Sue Cutts, Judy Lea,  Alexa Long, Richard Webb,  Shelley Stubbs, Sophia McCubbin, Clive Marchant, Jim Heath and Abdul Noor was also present
1. APOLOGIES
Delia Cliffe, Michaela Kelcher, Stephen Cotton, Satinder Mahal and Terry Chikurunhe.
2. MINUTES

The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed by Ian Meadows that the minutes be taken as read and accurate, and seconded by Jim Heath. A Declaration of Interest form was passed around for completion.
There were no matters arising. 
3. AREA TEAM ITEMS & OPTOMETRIC ADVISOR REPORT
Julie Rawlinson who has been coordinating optom contract work is now moving to support the Derbyshire team following organisational change. In the interim it will be Jennie Fitzgerald whilst they sort out future working. 
Updated team contract details will be supplied in due course. 
4. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Irfan Razvi advised of several meetings he has attended recently to support the LOC engagement drive, including:
· Local Representative Committee (LRC) 

· Eye Services Review Group (ESRG) 

· Conversation with Mark Seaton 

Irfan also attended a Midlands LOC symposium which was set up to see if a regional LOC forum could be more effective in dealing with the Midlands NHS region as one voice.

NHSE Optometry E Referral – outcome was overwhelming support for an Optometry e-referral system.

Staffordshire LOC AGM will be held on 9th June at Yarnfield Conference Centre. We will be voting on the new constitution and then committee.
5. NEW LOC STRUCTURE 

New roles communicated. These are an effective trial until the AGM at which point we will look at LOC constitution change to ensure we have an effective committee
6. EXTENDED PRIMARY EYECARE SERVICES 

Mark McCracken advised that the LOC had met with the LPC and Medicines Optimisation Board agreement made on 3 categories, in those instances where MECS consultation identifies need for supply of a medicine.:
· Patients requiring a OTC GSL/P medicine will be either sold the item in the opticians or signposted to pharmacy using referral pad

· Patients requiring a POM. The written order template available on OptoManager will be printed off by the MECS practitioner to this end
· Patients requiring long-term treatment are exempt from NHSE’s OTC policy and therefore will be signposted to the GP to prescribe

Other Meetings that have taken place:

· Commissioning Review Meeting – CCGs are keen for new innovative pathways. LOC alluded to Glaucoma Enhanced Referral Service (GERS) enhanced case findings as commissioned in Wolverhampton. 
Procurement update – South Staffs CCGs have completed a draft specification for a single community service in South Staffs including Tier 2 and Tier 3 via the new ICP model. An update has been requested from North Staffs CCGs

· South Staffs LRC meeting – it was agreed that the LRC should steer the PCNs. Also the importance of access to DOS identified. Need to open it up to all Primary Healthcare professionals.
Integrated Care Record should go live in April. N3 connection required. GPs and Pharmacists are on, but we need Dentists and Optoms on too. 

· LPN Away Day – discussions around the changes in approach to commissioning health and social care services across the region. There is a need to understand and predict future health and care needs so we can better target support, make better use of resources and reduce health inequalities.
A Virtual Referral and Consultation (VRAC) Pathway has been introduced in North Staffs with RSUH as a pilot with 6 practices starting on 2nd March.

7. ABDO REPORT 
Coronavirus causing great concern. ABDO are sending regular advise to members and the ABDO team are advised to keep travel to a minimum and all events under constant review. 
Clive Marchant finishes his presidency on 6th April handing over to Jo Holmes.

There is ongoing development with ABDO regional teams this includes recruitment of DOs on all LOC and those recruited must take an active part.

The recent OSCE accredited several CLOs in Wales who will be the first cohort to provide MECS in Wales.

Optical Assistant training grows in popularity with 150 enrolled. The next intake will be in September. The course is all on line with the option of practical days at the NRC in Birmingham.

Management and leadership level 5 diploma will commence next month. The course is available to ABDO members and those working in their practices. Others can partake in the course if they become associate members.
8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Officers – 6th April  2020
LOC – 11th May 2020
I Razvi
Chairman
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