STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL OPTICAL COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held virtually on Microsoft Teams
Monday 13th July 2020 7pm.
PRESENT:
Mark McCracken, Alison Lowell, Irfan Razvi, Ian Meadows, John Hollins, Sarah Edge, Sue Cutts, Judy Lea,  Alexa Long, Richard Webb,  Shelley Stubbs, Sophia McCubbin, Clive Marchant, Delia Cliffe, Michaela Kelcher, Stephen Cotton and Satinder Mahal.
1. APOLOGIES
Jim Heath
2. MINUTES

The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed by Ian Meadows that the minutes be taken as read and accurate, and seconded by Clive Marchant. There were no matters arising. 
3. AREA TEAM ITEMS & OPTOMETRIC ADVISOR REPORT
Delia Cliffe advised that all communications to the team should be via england.optometrycontractswm@nhs.net not to individuals or the generic Halesfield and Rugeley inboxes which are being decommissioned.

Video consultation in Midlands area team are commissioning development of a video consultation platform which can be used across primary care. A pilot will take place and expressions of interest letters should have been received. 

Practice visits for new contracts/companies with new directors have been suspending during lock down but will now restart using a virtual process where possible. This will involve sending copies of practice policies, plan of the practice and photographs. Once all received then a ‘virtual’ visit using iPad/tablet or laptop, Microsoft teams will take place.

PPV visits are suspended except for those already in progress in March

4. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Irfan Razvi advised that the LOC will now be giving updates to the profession as and when required. 
LOC is awaiting a further supply of PPE from LOCSU and CCG which will be distributed to practices.

Irfan mentioned that we have been approached by Shropshire LOC to see if we would like to share the full cost of Zoom. A discussion arose but was decided that for the time being we would remain with the free version of Teams, however Shelley Stubbs will look into the pros of cons of both systems.
Irfan proposed that the AGM will take place on 8th September a decision will need to be made on whether this will take place at Yarnfield or virtually.
5. LOC DURING COVID-19
Irfan advised that the current NHSE COVID support ended on 30th June and that the current GOS tariff remained unchanged.
6. ESSENTIAL & URGENT CARE, CUES AND POST COVID-19 RECOVERY PHASE/WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
Irfan mentioned that 5 out of the 6 CCGs had agreed to commission CUES. East Staffs did not want to commission at this time. Mobilisation is currently underway. There will be a new IT platform – OPERA and a launch event by webinar will be sometime late July.  The tariff will be the same as MECS - £47 plus £25 for OCT and IP.  The committee expressed some concerns around the 2 hour response time and also around dry eye conditions which cannot be seen under CUES and nowhere for these to be seen.
Workforce Development Grant – Ian Meadows asked for some suggestions from the committee to be emailed regarding monies for the IP qualification in terms of how much do we want to fund, whether it be part of full funding and whether we do retrospective funding.

7. EXTENDED PEC SERVICES
FP10s for IP optometrists discussed on 27 May, followed by Meds Optimisation of CUES on 23 June.  Three different medicines supply routes anticipated for MECS patients: 1) FP10 issued by IP Optometrist for any of the POMs listed in PES’s IP formulary, 2) Signed order for Chloramphenicol (by any CUES optometrist) on the occasions that it cannot be purchased due to the licensing restrictions, 3) For all minor/ self-limited conditions the recommendation will be to purchase the medicine at either the opticians or pharmacy. 
Meetings took place with East Staffordshire eye health stakeholders on 11 and 29 June to discuss Glaucoma co-management and CUES for East Staffordshire.  Discussions remain ongoing
8. ABDO

ABDO continue to provide COVID-19 advice and guidance which is available for all to view (Not restricted to ABDO Members) on the ABDO web site. Just click on the Covid-19 tab on the home page. There is good guidance for dispensing, contact lenses, PPE and a collection of advice on frame cleaning from several manufactures.
With the sad news from Norville Optical last week, we have the problem of finding suppliers for our complex prescriptions. ABDO web site contains The Ophthalmic Lens Availability Catalogue. Access is restricted to ABDO members only, so it’s worth asking your DOs to use the catalogue to source those difficult prescriptions. Alternatively you can become an associate member and have your own access.
All ABDO college courses will be running from September and they have a 6 month interest free payment plan.

2 new courses are the senior optical assistant and the management diploma. 

ABDO membership provides: 

· 24 hour help line

· Legal protection including employment disputes

· HR advice and support for employers and employees

· Financial advice and support including the benevolent fund

9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

TBC
I Razvi
Chairman
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