STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL OPTICAL COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held at Yarnfield Park Training & Conference Centre, Stone
On Monday 13th January 2020.

PRESENT:
Mark McCracken, Alison Lowell, Irfan Razvi, Stephen Cotton, Sarah Edge, Sue Cutts, Judy Lea,  Alexa Long, Richard Webb,  Shelley Stubbs, Sophia McCubbin, Clive Marchant, Michaela Kelcher and Jim Heath.
1. APOLOGIES
Delia Cliffe, Ian Meadows, John Hollins, Satinder Mahal and Terry Chikurunhe.
2. MINUTES

The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed by Mark McCracken that the minutes be taken as read and accurate, and seconded by Stephen Cotton. A Declaration of Interest form was passed around for completion.
There were no matters arising. 
3. AREA TEAM ITEMS & OPTOMETRIC ADVISOR REPORT
Delia Cliffe was not present but had sent a report detailing that practice visits are planned, new contracts where business have been sold. 
Funding has been acquired for Staffordshire and Shropshire for electronic referrals for optometry, a questionnaire has been circulated to stakeholders prior to an IT workshop on 26th Feb.  

There is an LPN away day planned for 17th January.

4. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Irfan Razvi gave an update on the NOC which took place on 13th & 14th November 2019:
· NHS Speakers presented opportunities as well as challenges for the optical sector and there is a clear expectation of engagement from the sector as part of NHS reform, particularly working with PCNs. The challenge for the sector is to formulate and articulate our offer in a consistent and joined-up way.

· Facilitated discussions took place on Clinical pathway development ad how will LOCs engage with Primary Care Networks in order to influence commissioning intentions.

· Presentation from Matt Neligan (Director of Primary Care Commissioning Transformation – NHS Reform and Restructuring

· Presentation from James Kingland OBE – What are Primary Care Networks and why are they important?
· NHS England Special School Eyecare Programme

Irfan has been contacted by Claire McHugh about the possibility of bringing back Ophthalmology network meetings.

5. LOC STRUCTURE/SUBGROUPS 

Irfan proposed the new structure of the LOC to be as follows:
Chairman – 1

Vice Chairman – 3

Treasurer – 1

(+Secretary = 1)

Communication Officer – 1

Website administrator – 1

GOS Lead – 1

CET Officer – 1

Training Lead – 1

DO Lead – 1

Deputy EPECS Lead – 2

All committee to show expression of interest for every role In order of preference. If more than number required for specific role, they will be asked to fill out questionnaire about themselves for committee to vote on.

As there are more people than roles individuals will be added to a role as deputies as per their preference and role availability.

This will be a pilot allowing us to make changes when we vote on new LOC constitution at next AGM. 

6. SOUTH STAFFS COMMUNITY EYECARE SERVICES 

Mark McCracken advised that the LOC had met with the LPC to consider ways of developing joined up working practices. This included a discussion about MECS Enhanced Pharmacy Supply. A bigger meeting is scheduled for 27th January 2020.
There is a new RAS system for all routine referrals into Wolverhampton Eye Infirmary. This wont make a big procedural difference to the referring optometrist; the GOS 18 still needs to be completed and sent to the GP who will send the referral directly to WEO via N3 connection.
Mark had a phone call with Mr Sandramouli from New Cross, who advised that there Is no intended date for fax switch off.  

Spa Medica has a new hospital in Wolverhampton with an accreditation event on 15th January 2020.
7. NORTH STAFFS COMMUNITY EYECARE SERVICES
Irfan had a conference call with Maria Anderson (Locality Commissioning Manager) and Sharon Cooper (Senior Commissioning Manager – North) to introduce them to the purpose, function and structure of OC and to re-establish links with the CCGs

8. ABDO REPORT 
Clive is in his final months of his 2 year term as ABDO President.
There will be an ABDO CET day on Monday 9th March.

Currently there are over 60 CLOs who are MECS accredited. The next extended service training day is 10th February and the next OSCEs date is 16th March.

An ABDO new optical assistants course started in September with 85 OAs in attendance. There is a second intake on 1st February.

ABDO will be launching leadership and management courses in conjunction with CMI these will be for ABDO and non-ABDO members.

ABDO have produced a series of patient leaflets with more in the pipeline. These are free for members in hard copy or PDF.

9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Officers – 10th February 2020
LOC – 9th March 2020
I Razvi
Chairman
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