STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL OPTICAL COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held at Yarnfield Training & Conference Centre, Stone
On Monday 15th May 2017.

PRESENT:
Stewart Townsend, Mark McCracken, Alison Lowell, John Hollins, Sue Cutts, Ian Meadows, Shelley Stubbs, Stephen Marshall, Jim Heath, Mike Cody, Alexa Long, Richard Webb, Judy Lea and Satinder Mahal
1. APOLOGIES
Keith Mann, Alastair Kelcher, Irfan Razvi, Stephen Cotton, Sarah Edge, Mike Cody, Clive Marchant and Delia Cliffe
2. MINUTES
The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed that the minutes be taken as read and approved and this was agreed unanimously. A Declaration of Interest form was passed around for completion.
3. MATTERS ARISINGS
Delia Cliffe had mentioned in her report that she had not been provided with details of anyone who has had problems with GOS payments. Alison Lowell will send out an email requesting details of any issues and provide this to Delia.
4. AREA TEAM ITEMS 

No one from the area team was present.
5. OPTOMETRIC ADVISOR REPORT
Delia Cliffe was not present but had sent in a report prior to the meeting. 
Delia has been given a contact at NHS England who can chase outstanding GOS payments/query the process as discussed at the last meeting, but she has not received any reply from the LOC confirming the contractors affected, and whether they still have outstanding amounts, so has been unable to take this any further. 

Rebecca Woods would like someone from the Area Team to attend the AGM.

Delia is unaware of any start date for the Qi0 process for contract compliance locally.

Delia will be attending the National Optometric Adviser AGM on 18th May so will find out when the GOS process document will be published and align our Area visits according to national guidance.

6. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Stewart Townsend advised that this is his last LOC meeting as Chairman.
Stewart asked all to let Alison Lowell have biography for all those who would like to be on the committee from June 2017.

Stewart advised the AGM is being held on 13th June at Yarnfield. It is preceded by a choice of 2 CET events – Mr K Balaggan, A Modern Approach to Flashes and Floaters and Mr R Rawlinson, Putting the Patients First. Both are for Optometrists and Dispensing Opticians. 

Stewart thanked the committee for making his time as Chairman very pleasurable and wish the committee well for the future.

7. SOUTH STAFFS COMMUNITY EYECARE SERVICES 
Mark McCracken advised the MECS NHS Standard Contract is nearly complete, once the final version is through, subcontracts can be issued. 
Mark advised that there was a South Staffs launch event in Cannock on 10th May and on the same day Mark and Shelley Stubbs had attended a Care Navigation event, to give a talk on the MECS scheme to assist GP receptionists in navigating patients to the best care. 
Mark has a meeting arranged with Local Pharmacy Committee and Commissioners about Direct Pharmacy supply for MECS, on 26th May. 

Mark mentioned that the central hub for MECS has moved over to SASPEC. If a referral is sent to a practice from the “hub” then it is the practice’s responsibility to find an alternative practice, if they are not able to fit the patient in.

Mark advised that the quality team is looking to include Contact Lens Opticians in the MECS scheme and maybe domiciliary services.

Kam Balaggan is keen to deliver lectures to MECS practitioners from Spires Hospital in Little Aston. This has been done with great success in Wolverhampton area.  Alison Lowell will survey South Staffs MECS practitioners to see the level of interest.
8. NORTH STAFFS COMMUNITY EYECARE SERVICES
Stewart Townsend advised that Irfan Razvi and Alison Lowell had been busy working on making updates to the Metastorm system.  
Mark advised that there will be 2 more OSCE events, GRR – 3rd July and MECS – 10th July.
9. LOCSU CENTRAL SUPPORT UNIT
Mike Cody advised the new LOCSU structure is bedding in and the next meeting is in June.
.
10. ABDO REPORT 
Mike Cody advised that ABDO had held a student study day in Yarnfield in February where 90 students studied for their exams.  They are also looking at running a 2 days CET event.
The new ABDO structure of new regions has been working well.
Mike advised that they are currently looking at having at least 1 Dispensing Optician on every LOC.

11. AOB
Stewart Townsend advised that the committee have 3 months to claim for their expenses.

Stewart also advised that the LOC office has been serviced notice that all equipment will be withdrawn from the Business Village from 31st July and that we would need to purchase equipment.  A 10% discount will be applied to the rent.
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 13th July - AGM

S Townsend

Chairman
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