STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL OPTICAL COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held at Yarnfield Training & Conference Centre, Stone
On Monday 11th January 2017.

PRESENT:
Stewart Townsend, Mark McCracken, Alison Lowell, John Hollins, Sue Cutts, Stephen Cotton, Irfan Razvi, Sarah Edge, Ian Meadows, Shelley Stubbs, Stephen Marshall, Richard Webb, Jim Heath, Judy Lea, Alastair Kelcher, Mike Cody, Alexa Long, Delia Cliffe and Satinder Mahal.
1. APOLOGIES
Amanda Alamanos, Clive Marchant, Jim Heath
2. MINUTES
The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed that the minutes be taken as read and approved and this was agreed unanimously. A Declaration of Interest form was passed around for completion.
3. MATTERS ARISINGS
Stewart Townsend had not yet contacted Karen Matthews regarding re-wording spare pair of glasses  and will do so w/c 11th January 2017.
4. AREA TEAM ITEMS 

As Amanda Alamanos was not present there was no report given.
5. OPTOMETRIC ADVISOR REPORT
Delia Cliffe advised that she has been involved in the publication of decision making and GOS procedures. Nationally the Optical Adviser Committee have been working to try and get procedures, all can use as guidelines. They are around retests, second opinions and second pairs. There is a meeting pencilled in with Clare Roberts and Amanda Alamanos to discuss and see what can be done.
Delia also advised that contact compliance practice visits are due to start again on the new 3 year rolling programme. They are waiting for the new QI0 questionnaire, which has been modified, to be officially available. Peter Hamson is looking into aligning the governance questions on the Information Governance Toolkit with the QI0 questions. 

Delia mentioned that there was no update on the performer’s list delays.

6. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Stewart Townsend advised that he is going to step down as Chairman of the LOC at the AGM in June. This means there will be a re-shuffle of Officers and committee so Stewart invited all to consider if they would be interested in taking on an Officers role.
Stewart also reminded the committee that they are able to claim travel and 1 out of hours’ time for the meetings along with travel expenses and that there is a deadline of 3 months for the claims.

7. SOUTH STAFFS COMMUNITY EYECARE SERVICES 
Mark McCracken advised that he and Irfan Razvi had attended the quarterly Commissioning Review Board meeting with Stafford and Cannock. The commissioners are pleased with GRR and cost savings are self-evident. With PEATS we are meeting all the KPIs. The only issue is, is in the acute trusts we are not seeing the drop in activity which had been expected by the commissioners. The commissioners want optometry to be involved but at the moment they cannot take it to the board of commissioners with only a small drop in activity.  Shelley Stubbs advised that the CCGs did not publicise the scheme so the GPs are not necessarily using it, or know it exists, this means they have been using their same referral routes, and therefore are not factoring in the amount of GP time which has been saved.  Shelley also mentioned “Care Navigation” which has been introduced in Wakefield whereby when a patient rings for a GP appointment they are asked why they need the appointment with a view to directing them to the most appropriate healthcare provider. They can have the GP appointment if they insist. This would be great for our PEATS scheme. 
Mark mentioned that the Commissioners are interested in changing the service model to enable PEATS practices to supply medicines directly to patients, but some GPs have complained about requests for medicines from participating optometrists on behalf of patients with free NHS prescriptions entitlement.  In their opinion, if the optometrists cannot supply the medicines themselves, then there is little point in having the scheme. One option would be for the optometrist to give the patient a written order, which the patient can take to the pharmacist, who will then supply the relevant medicine at no charge to the patient, as happens in some other MECS schemes.  The issue that this creates is that the pharmacist will charge commissioners a fee for this episode, which can vary from £2 to £5 (depending on the scheme). 

Mark mentioned that he has a meeting with Richard Rawlinson and East Staffordshire CCG to look at PEATS services in their area on 17th January.
Mark advised that there is a PEATS OSCEs event on 11th January at McCracken Opticians and a GRR OSCEs event on 1st February at Webb, Lucas & Stubbs Optometrists.
Irfan Razvi advised that he has completed a patient leaflet on GRR which has been designed for both North and South Staffs.

8. NORTH STAFFS COMMUNITY EYECARE SERVICES
Irfan Razvi advised that we have finally received agreement from North Staffs & Stoke on Trent CCGs to commission the current pathways in the North on the company model. They will mirror the South Staffs pathways for GRR and PEATS as much as possible. The requirements for participation will be sent out by email on Tuesday 10th January.  The new tariffs will be as follows:
· Acute - £46.00

· GRR A - £14.00

· GRR B - £45.00

· DAC - £20.00

· Post op Cataract - £40.00

· Paediatrics - £40.00

Irfan advised we do not have a fixed launch date yet but have some provisional dates:
27th January – expressions of interest for new services

28th February – existing providers paperwork deadline

OSCEs will be in first week of March and launch event first week of April. The provisional launch date is 10th April 2017.

9. LOCSU CENTRAL SUPPORT UNIT
Stewart Townsend advised that a letter had been sent out by Specsavers to independent practices to see if they would like to become part of their “family”. LOCSU have been debating where they go next with this. 
Stewart mentioned that East Yorkshire LOC have decided to move away from Webstar and use PharmOutcomes. Alison Lowell has spoken to the Business Manager of East Yorkshire regarding the system which appears to be more cost effective. It may be something which we can look into further.
10. ABDO REPORT 
Mike Cody advised that the new National Clinical Committee is now up and running of which Clive Marchant is the chair.  All of the bodies that Contact Lens Opticians should be involved in MECS services and will be allowed to do the WOPEC training and OSCEs minus the posterior bits. Also the Optical Confederation, ABDO and LOCSU are behind CLOs doing Repeat Pressures using a Goldmann. Training and qualification will be through ABDO.
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 6th March 2017 full committee meeting and Monday 6th February 2017 for Officer’s meeting.
S Townsend

Chairman
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