STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL OPTICAL COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held at The Stone House Hotel, Stone
On Monday 9th November 2015.

PRESENT:
Stewart Townsend, Mark McCracken, Alison Lowell, John Hollins, Sue Cutts, Jim Heath, Stephen Cotton, Irfan Razvi, Richard Webb, Judy Lea, Clive Marchant, Sarah Edge, Stephen Marshall, Ian Meadows
1. APOLOGIES
Shelley Stubbs, Alastair Kelcher, Alexa Long, Amanda Alamanos, Delia Cliffe, Mike Cody, Martin Shaw.
2. MINUTES
The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed that the minutes be taken as read and approved and this was agreed unanimously. A Declaration of Interest form was passed around for completion.
3. MATTERS ARISINGS
There were no matters arising.
4. AREA TEAM ITEMS 

As Amanda Alamanos was not present there was no report given.
5. OPTOMETRIC ADVISOR REPORT
As Delia Cliffe was not present there was no report given.
6. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Stewart Townsend advised that the opening of SAS PEC bank account had been delayed by Lloyds bank and we are just in the process of obtaining Directors signatures to finalise this.
Stewart advised that both Specsavers and Boots have the policy of getting people onto LOCs and we need to look at our constitution to see if it needs amending.

Stewart advised that there is a meeting on 19th November for anyone on the Paediatric pathway in North Staffs run by Elizabeth Hanley. Sue Cutts is trying to put in an application for 1 CET point but is not sure if they will get it.

7. SOUTH STAFFS COMMUNITY EYE CARE SERVICES
Mark McCracken advised that there has not been a lot of PEATS activity reaching practices via hub. GPs seems to prefer to refer directly to practices including routine referrals.  Mark has tried to educate the GPs and included a piece in the GP newsletter but this does not seem to have helped, so is it sustainable? Payments for practitioners have been held up as the CCG wanted to make amendments to the company policies. Once the bank account is in place then payments should be made.
Mark also advised that SAS PEC have put in a bid for PEATS in South East Staffs. The closing date is 19th November. Mark also contacted East Staffs to see if there is any movement there, Dave Whatton is going to report to the governing body at the end of the month and is going to mention both PEATS and GRR.

Mark advised that SAS PEC will need to meet more frequently and also of the need for a company website. We are able to add a page to our existing website and the cost for that is £79 plus VAT.
Stewart Townsend advised that Martin Viggars, Shropshire LOC Treasurer, has agreed to match the amount of money Staffordshire LOC put in to start up the company. Ian Meadows will write to him regarding this matter.

Mark mentioned that we are running a PEATS and GRR OSCEs event on Tuesday 8th December at Webb, Lucas and Stubbs Optometrists in Stafford, there will be candidates from North Staffs as well as South.

Irfan Razvi mentioned that the Stafford and Cannock CCG are a little concerned by the low activity in the GRR schemes, however this appears to be a common trend. Either people are not putting the information into the system or tonometers are getting better.

Mark advised that for the proposed Paediatric pathway in Stafford and Cannock, he has tried to get Webstar to look at Metastorm to see how the model works but as yet has not managed to get a firm date from them. We may have to go with a paper based pathway rather than hold up the pathway for the IT module.
8. NOC REVIEW - LOCSU CENTRAL SUPPORT UNIT
Stewart Townsend, Irfan Razvi, Mark McCracken, Clive Marchant and Mike Cody attended the NOC on 5th & 6th November in Birmingham.
Irfan Razvi advised the main theme was 5 year view and how they are going about it. In terms of national messages we are already doing this in Staffordshire with the company model. Dr David Geddes – Head of Primary Care talked about the NHS strategic view. A Commissioning view was given by Richard Knight and Gian Celino who advised how Webstar was trying to link up with a data repository for a national picture.

Irfan attended a breakout session on Clinical Governance &Performance Leads where the view was that it was a lot more labour intensive than originally expected.

Clive Marchant advised that it was encouraging to hear all the good work and progress made but it is a scratch on the surface. 
Stewart advised the committee that if anyone is interested in attending next year we are happy to support a couple of people.

9. ABDO REPORT

Clive Marchant advised there was a CET day held in Birmingham on 2nd November there were 103 delegates.
Clive also mentioned that the next CET day is in Derby on 7th March.

10. AOB
Stewart Townsend advised that at the NOC, there was a speaker from the Primary Care Support Service team who gave a great talk on the future of PCSS and offered to come and talk to us about the Service. She advised that e-GOS is going to be coming in 2017 and in summer 2016 there will be a re-designed GOS form.
Irfan Razvi mentioned that Lisa Harrison, the Commissioning Manager for North Staffs has asked some detailed questions about the current pathways and he is currently working on that.

Richard Webb advised that Wolverhampton ARC are trialling a new appointment system. They are no longer seeing any follow ups in the ARC which are all being moved to outpatients clinic to free up more space for appointments. 
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 11th January 2016 full committee meeting and Monday 14th December 2015 for Officer’s meeting
S Townsend

Chairman
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